Committee of the Whole
September 8, 2020


Minutes of the regular Committee of the Whole meeting held on Tuesday, September 8, 2020, at 9:20 a.m., via Zoom Video-Conference, in accordance with the Direction of the Minister under a Declared State of Emergency [updated July 29, 2020(see attached)]

Roll Call
District 1 – Bruce Prout, present
District 2 - John A MacDonald, present
District 3 - Wayne Fowler, present
District 4 - Burt McNeil, present by phone
District 5 - Gregory Heming, present
District 6 - Alex Morrison, present
District 7 – Warden Timothy Habinski, Chair, present
District 8 - Michael J Gunn, present
District 9 - Wendy Sheridan, present
District 10 – Deputy Warden Martha Roberts, present
District 11 - Diane LeBlanc, present
Also 
Present:
CAO John Ferguson, Municipal Clerk Carolyn Young, other staff (W. Atwell, S. McInnis, A. Dunphy, D. Campbell, H. Orde)
Addition

Deputy Warden Roberts asked that ‘Agenda Packages on Social Media’ be added to the agenda. 

Approval of the Agenda (Order of the Day)
Upon motion of Councillors LeBlanc and Heming, the agenda was approved as amended to add Agenda Packages on Social Media under Late Additions. Motion carried unanimously. 
Minutes
Councillor Fowler moved, seconded by Councillor Prout, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of Committee of the Whole held July 14, 2020, as circulated. Motion carried unanimously. 
New Business

Re: RFD the Artist’s Circle of Annapolis Valley Grant Application
Deputy Warden Roberts moved, seconded by Councillor MacDonald, to recommend that municipal council approve a grant in the amount of $2,000 from the Capital Projects Assistance Program, Small Project Matching Grants to the Artist’s Circle of Annapolis Valley Co-operative Ltd to assist with replacing windows to the Artist shack in accordance with AM-1.4.9 Community Grants Policy. 

It was moved by Deputy Warden Roberts, seconded by Councillor Sheridan, to amend the motion by adding ‘pending verification of not-for-profit status’. Motion carried unanimously. 
The question was called on the motion as amended to read: 
Deputy Warden Roberts moved, seconded by Councillor MacDonald, to recommend that municipal council approve a grant in the amount of $2,000 from the Capital Projects Assistance Program, Small Project Matching Grants to the Artist’s Circle of Annapolis Valley Co-operative Ltd to assist with replacing windows to the Artist shack in accordance with AM-1.4.9 Community Grants Policy, j pending verification of not-for-profit status. Motion carried unanimously. 

Declaration of Interest
Councillor MacDonald declared an interest in the next item and did not participate in any discussion or subsequent motion. He is the President of the Society. 
Re: RFD Port George District Lighthouse Society Grant Application
It was moved by Deputy Warden Roberts, seconded by Councillor Fowler, to recommend that municipal council approve a grant in the amount of $500 from the Community Heritage Grants for Lighthouses and Museums to the Port George District Lighthouse Society to assist with scraping and painting the lighthouse in accordance with AM-1.4.9 Community Grants Policy. Motion carried unanimously. 
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Councillor MacDonald rejoined the meeting. 

Re: RFD Bridgetown Lawn Bowling & Quoits Club Grant Application 
Deputy Warden Roberts moved, seconded by Councillor Fowler, to recommend that municipal council approve a grant in the amount of $1,870 from the Capital Projects Assistance Program, Small Project Matching Grants to the Bridgetown Lawn Bowling and Quoits Club to assist with the purchase of six new sets of club Lawn bowls in accordance with AM-1.4.9 Community Grants Policy. Motion carried unanimously. 
Re: Sand Lake Waste – Councillor Fowler noted that Valley Waste was giving the Sand Lake Committee $200 annually to help keep the road open and maintained for access to the garbage bins instead of out by the road where animals get at them. 
Councillor Fowler moved, seconded by Councillor MacDonald, to give the Sand Lake Committee $200 annually for road maintenance to access the garbage bins.  

It was noted that many lakes in Annapolis County have year-round residents. Valley Waste paid a person to take care of the bin, to make sure it was clean and garbage was not strewn around it. It was not for road maintenance, although some were using the money for that. It was one designated person who looked after the bin and was compensated to look after the bin. It was not meant for road repair. Staff has worked hard with lake owners to look after their own business. We encouraged them to talk to neighbours, and take ownership because we were not going to pay an honorarium. 
The question was called on the motion. Motion lost, 1 in favour, 10 against. 
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It was moved by Councillor Gunn, seconded by Councillor Fowler to set a date for a workshop to review the Waste Bylaw on Tuesday, November 24, 2020 at 10:00. Motion carried unanimously. 
Re: RFD AM-1.4.16 Delaps Cove and Young’s Cove Coastal Policy – New
Deputy Warden Roberts moved, seconded by Councillor Heming, that seven day notice be given for Municipal Council to approve AM-1.4.16 Delaps Cove & Young's Cove Coastal Policy as circulated. Motion carried unanimously. 
Re: RFD Annapolis County Athletics Society Grant Application
It was moved by Deputy Warden Roberts, seconded by Councillor Gunn, to recommend that municipal council approve a grant in the amount of $5,000 from the Capital Projects Assistance Program, Small Project Matching Grants, to the Annapolis County Athletics Society to assist with upgrading the space and equipment in their new training space in accordance with AM-1.4.9 Community Grants Policy. Motion carried unanimously. 
Re: RFD Separate Committee Policies to Replace AM-1.3.6 Advisory Committees and Boards Policy – New –
Deputy Warden Roberts moved, seconded by Councillor Sheridan, that seven day notice be given for Municipal Council to amend AM-1.3.4 Citizen Appointments to Committees Policy as circulated. Motion carried unanimously.  
It was moved by Deputy Warden Roberts, seconded by Councillor LeBlanc, that seven day notice be given for Municipal Council to amend AM-1.3.5 Committees of Council Policy as circulated. 

Councillor Heming moved, seconded by Councillor Morrison to amend the motion to remove Sections 31 and 32. Motion carried unanimously. 
The question was called on the motion as amended to read: 

It was moved by Deputy Warden Roberts, seconded by Councillor LeBlanc, that seven day notice be given for Municipal Council to amend AM-1.3.5 Committees of Council Policy as amended to remove Sections 31 and 32. Motion carried unanimously. 

Deputy Warden Roberts moved, seconded by Councillor McNeil, that seven day notice be given for Municipal Council to amend AM-1.3.5.1 Audit Committees Policy as circulated. Motion carried unanimously. 
It was moved by Deputy Warden Roberts, seconded by Councillor Fowler, that seven day notice be given for Municipal Council to repeal AM-1.3.6 Advisory Committees and Boards Policy AND approve the following replacement policies: 

· AM-1.3.6.1 Ad Hoc Citizen Advisory Committees Policy; 

· AM-1.3.6.2 Annapolis County Planning Advisory Committee Policy; 
· AM-1.3.6.3 Heritage Advisory Committee Policy; 
· AM-1.3.6.4 Police Advisory Board Policy; 
· AM-1.3.6.5 Bridgetown Source Water Protection Advisory  Committee Policy; 
· AM-1.3.6.6 Bridgetown Area Advisory Committee Policy; 
· AM-1.3.6.7 Cornwallis Park Area Advisory Committee Policy; 
· AM-1.3.6.8 East End Area Advisory Committee Policy;
· AM-1.3.6.9 Granville Ferry Source Water Protection Advisory Committee Policy; 
· AM-1.3.6.10 Habitation Community Area Advisory Committee Policy; 
· AM-1.3.6.11 Lake Cady Source Water Protection Advisory Committee Policy; 
· AM-1.3.6.12 Lake Cady Water Supply Area Advisory Committee Policy; 
· AM-1.3.6.13 Lawrencetown Water Supply Area Advisory Committee Policy; 
· AM-1.3.6.14 Margaretville Source Water Protection Advisory Committee Policy; 
· AM-1.3.6.15 Margaretville Water Supply Area Advisory Committee Policy; and 
· AM-1.3.6.16 Upper Clements Area Advisory Committee Policy. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
Recess

A brief recess was held from 10:43 a.m.  – 11:00 a.m. 
Re: Police Association of Nova Scotia 50th Annual Crime Prevention Guide – requesting municipal council to advertise in their publication. 
Deputy Warden Roberts moved, seconded by Councillor Gunn, to receive for information. Motion carried unanimously. 
Re: Nictaux Playground – Councillor Sheridan thought there had been a motion for staff to look into the acquisition of additional property next to the playground for parking but couldn’t find one. 
Councillor Sheridan moved, seconded by Councillor Fowler, to recommend that municipal council direct staff to look into and report on acquiring additional property for developing a parking lot, near the playground in Lorcon Subdivision, Nictaux. Motion carried unanimously.  
Re: Basinview Audit Review – Councillor Sheridan noted that council has not seen any results from the workshop that was held, and she has a few questions. Council needs to have a discussion on what will be done with the building. 

Councillor Sheridan moved, seconded by Deputy Warden Roberts, to recommend to municipal council to not put any further capital money t o the Basinview Centre until discussions occur. 
Councillor Fowler re- joined the meeting by phone as he had lost connection (11:20 a.m.)
Councillor Fowler re-joined the meeting through zoom (11:30 a.m.)
It was moved by Councillor Sheridan, seconded by Deputy Warden Roberts, to amend the motion by adding ‘except for dealing with safety issues’. Motion carried unanimously. 
The question was called on the motion as amended to read:
Councillor Sheridan moved, seconded by Deputy Warden Roberts, to recommend to municipal council to not put any further capital money to the Basinview Centre until discussions occur, except for dealing with safety issues. 

In-camera

It was moved by Councillor Heming, seconded by Councillor MacDonald, to meet in-camera from 11:53 a.m. until 12:57 p.m. in accordance with Section 22(2) (e) contract negotiations of the Municipal Government Act. Motion carried unanimously. 
New Business (cont’d)

Councillor Sheridan withdrew her motion. The seconder did not agree to withdraw, therefore, the question called on the amended motion. Motion lost, 2 in favour (Roberts), 9 against. 
Councillor Sheridan moved, seconded by Councillor Gunn, to recommend that municipal council defer future capital decisions on superstructure funding until council formulates a strategy on the Basinview Centre building. Motion carried, 10 in favour, 1 against (Roberts). 
Lunch
A lunch break was held from 1:07 p.m. – 1:51 p.m.
The Warden asked Deputy Warden Roberts to take the Chair for the next item. Deputy Warden Roberts sat as Chair. 

Re: Glyphosate Letter – Warden Habinski provided some background on emails and letters received regarding glyphosate. 
Whereas, a growing body of scientific evidence indicates a link between the spraying of glyphosate and elevated risk of cancer among humans and; the practice of glyphosate spraying is of grave concern to residents of Annapolis County and; the long term spraying of glyphosate has potential negative consequences for biodiversity in the ecosystems of Annapolis County; Warden Habinski moved, seconded by Councillor Gunn, to recommend that municipal council send a letter to the Minister of the Department of Natural Resources and the Minister of the Environment, strongly urging the province to place an indefinite moratorium on glyphosate spraying in Annapolis County. Motion carried unanimously. 
Warden Habinski resumed the Chair. 
Councillor Heming moved, seconded by Councillor MacDonald, to recommend that municipal council direct the CAO to investigate the options to file a class action lawsuit against the manufacturers of glyphosate. Motion carried unanimously. 
Departmental Reports
Re: Community Development (July and August) 
Deputy Warden Roberts moved, seconded by Councillor LeBlanc, to receive the July Community Development report for information. Motion carried unanimously. 
Councillor Gunn inquired if we are still under a State of Emergency in Nova Scotia? The CAO responded yes, with some releasing of limits, but still limited. For example, in our building, with less than 10 in the building, we can keep masks off. If in common area, must have mask. If outside persons in the building, need to have masks. Can talk about this retrofit the county office. There is an expense in order to make meetings happen in-person, but not necessarily for public. 

Deputy Warden Roberts presided as Chair at this time (2:13 p.m.) 

It was moved by Fowler, seconded by Councillor Prout, to receive the August Community Development report for information. Motion carried unanimously. 
Re: Protective Services July and August)
Councillor Leblanc moved, seconded by Councillor Sheridan, to receive the July Protective Services report for information. Motion carried unanimously. 
Warden Habinski resumed the Chair (2:24 p.m.) 

It was moved by Councillor Fowler, seconded by Councillor Prout, to receive the August Protective Services report for information. Motion carried unanimously. 
Re: Municipal Operations (July/August)
Councillor Sheridan moved, seconded by Councillor Leblanc, to receive the July/August Municipal Operations report for information. Motion carried unanimously. 
Councillor McNeil asked if there was an update to the Susan Hay sewer issue regarding compensation request. Director McInnis noted he has made a recommendation to the CAO to reimburse 50% of what she was asking for. If it is to be discussed further, it would have to be in-camera as Mrs. Hay has named staff persons in her letter. 
Re: Finance 1st Quarter Report 
It was moved by Councillor Heming, seconded by Councillor Prout, to receive the 1st Quarter Report for information. Motion carried unanimously. 
Re: Chief Administrative Office (July/August) 
Deputy Warden Roberts moved, seconded by Councillor Heming, to receive the July/August CAO report and council checklist for information.
Granville Ferry petition - Councillor McNeil asked if there was any update to the Granville Ferry petition submitted last year. The CAO noted they have made interesting efforts to find a solution. The issue lies with the fact that with the 1400 sewer customers, we don’t provide water to 800 of them. The CAO will get contact information from Councillor McNeil and follow up.  

Upper Clements Assets - An Expression of Interest was posted on Friday on our website regarding the Upper Clements assets.  It invites people to look and place a proposal on what they would pay and how they would remove the asset. If reasonable, we will accept. If not, will hold an auction for to dispose of the assets. The revenues for the sale of the assets will have to be kept in a reserve. 

Internet progress - Seaside will operate, we are working out how that will unfold. Gearing up to gradually jointly release information relating to the service to the public. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

Council, Committee & Organizational Reports

Re: Kings Transit Authority (July) – it was moved by Councillor Fowler, seconded by Councillor Sheridan to receive for information. Motion carried unanimously. 
Late Addition
Re: Agenda Packages on Social Media – Deputy Warden Roberts asked why our full agenda package can’t be posted on our website. 
It was moved by Deputy Warden Roberts, seconded by Councillor Gunn, that our agenda packages be posted to our county website for public view.

Staff explained that this has been tried in the past, but it requires high internet capabilities in order to download the document, so most would not be able to access it and it might tie up the internet that they have. We have the ability to put it there, it would just frustrate the majority of people who could not access it. 
The motion was withdrawn.  
It was moved by Deputy Warden Roberts, seconded by Councillor, to recommend that municipal council have the CAO to ask staff to provide information on how best to post agenda packages to the website. Motion carried unanimously. 
In-Camera

It was moved by Councillor Heming, seconded by Councillor LeBlanc, to meet in-camera following a brief recess from 3:20 p.m. until 3:37 p.m. in accordance with Sections 22(2)(c) personnel and (e) contract negotiations of the Municipal Government Act. Motion carried unanimously. 
Adjournment
The Warden declared the meeting adjourned at 3:38 p.m.

Warden
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